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Why do England lose? Why does Scotland suck? Why doesn't America dominate the sport
internationally...and why do the Germans play with such an efficient but robotic style? These are questions
every soccer aficionado has asked. Soccernomics answers them. Using insights and analogies from
economics, statistics, psychology, and business to cast a new and entertaining light on how the game works,
Soccernomics reveals the often surprisingly counterintuitive truths about soccer. An essential guide for the
2010 World Cup, Soccernomics is a new way of looking at the world's most popular game.

Soccernomics

\"First edition published in 2009 as Why England lose\" -- Library of Congress.

Soccernomics (2022 World Cup Edition)

Written with an economist's brain and a soccer writer's skill, Soccernomics applies high-powered analytical
tools to everyday soccer topics Why doesn't the United States dominate soccer internationally? And how can
it? Which is the best soccer nation on Earth? Who has the most passionate fans? What impact does soccer
have on suicide rates? Which sport will dominate the Earth--NFL or the English Premier League? Why are
the people who run soccer clubs so dumb? These are some of the questions every soccer fanatic has asked
themselves. Soccernomics answers them all. Written with an economist's brain and a soccer writer's skill, it
applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday soccer topics, looking at data and revealing
counterintuitive truths about the world's most loved game. It all adds up to a revolutionary new way of
looking at soccer that could change the way the game is played.

Why England Lose

FOOTBALL (SOCCER, ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL). Written with an economist's brain and a football
writer's skill, this book applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday football topics. Why England Lose
isn't in the first place about money. It's about looking at data in new ways. It's about revealing
counterintuitive truths about football. It explains all manner of things about the game which newspapers just
can't see. It all adds up to a new way of looking at football, beyond cliches about \"The Magic of the FA Cup\

Soccernomics

INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER Named one of the “Best Books of the Year” by Guardian, Slate,
Financial Times, Independent (UK), and Bloomberg News Soccernomics pioneers a new way of looking at
soccer through meticulous, empirical analysis and incisive, witty commentary. The San Francisco Chronicle
describes it as “the most intelligent book ever written about soccer.” This World Cup edition features new
material, including a provocative examination of how soccer clubs might actually start making profits, why
that's undesirable, and how soccer's never had it so good.

Soccer Men

Simon Kuper's New York Times bestseller Soccernomics pioneered a new way of looking at soccer through
meticulous empirical analysis and incisive -- and witty -- commentary. Kuper now leaves the numbers and



data behind to explore the heart and soul of the world's most popular sport in the new, extraordinarily
revealing Soccer Men. Soccer Men goes behind the scenes with soccer's greatest players and coaches.
Inquiring into the genius and hubris of the modern game, Kuper details the lives of giants such as Arsè
Wenger, Jose Mourinho, Jorge Valdano, Lionel Messi, Kakáand Didier Drogba, describing their upbringings,
the soccer cultures they grew up in, the way they play, and the baggage they bring to their relationships at
work. From one of the great sportswriters of our time, Soccer Men is a penetrating and surprising anatomy of
the figures that define modern soccer.

The Barcelona Complex

With rare and unrivaled access, bestselling coauthor of Soccernomics and longtime Financial Times
journalist Simon Kuper tells the story of how FC Barcelona became the most successful club in the
world—and how that era is now ending FC Barcelona is not just the world’s highest grossing sports club, it is
simply one of the most influential organizations on the planet. At last count, it had approximately 214 million
social media followers, more than any other sports club except Real Madrid CF—and by one earlier measure,
more than all thirty-two NFL teams combined. It has more in common with multinational megacompanies
like Netflix or small nation-states than it does with most soccer teams. No wonder its motto is “More than a
club.” But it was not always so. In the past three decades, Barcelona went from a regional team to a global
powerhouse, becoming a model of sustained excellence and beautiful soccer, and a consistent winner of
championships. Simon Kuper unravels exactly how this transformation took place, paying special attention to
the club’s two biggest stars, Johan Cruyff and Lionel Messi, who is arguably the greatest soccer player of all
time. Messi joined Barça at age thirteen and, more than anyone, has been the engine and standard-bearer of
Barcelona’s glory. But his era is coming to an end—and with it, a once-in-a-lifetime golden run. This book
charts Barça’s rise and fall. Like many world-beating organizations, FC Barcelona closely guards its secrets,
granting few outsiders access to the Camp Nou, its legendary home stadium. But after decades of writing
about the sport and the club, Kuper was given access to the inner sanctum and the people behind the scenes
who strive daily to keep Barcelona at the top. Erudite, personal, and capturing all the latest upheavals, his
portrait of this incredible institution goes beyond soccer to understand FC Barcelona as a unique social,
cultural, and political phenomenon.

Money and Football: A Soccernomics Guide (INTL ed)

Modern soccer is big business. From the ill-received takeover of Manchester United by the Glazer family to
Paris Saint Germain's current shopping spree for the best footballers on the planet, soccer finance has become
an increasingly important part of the game. Barely a summer goes by now without a cherished club going
into administration or a wealthy businessman funding a mid table team's ascension to Champions League
competitor. Meanwhile, the twice-annual multi-million dollar merry-go-round of transfer season sees players
(and now managers) signed for sums thought impossible just a decade ago. Understanding soccer finance has
become essential for comprehending the beautiful game. But for many fans, soccer finance remains,
frustratingly, a world that is opaque and difficult to grasp. Stefan Szymanski, co-author of the bestselling
Soccernomics, tackles every soccer fan's burning questions in Money and Soccer: A Soccernomics Guide.
From the abolition of the maximum wage in the 1960s, through to the impact of TV money both at home and
abroad in the 1990s and 2000s, Szymanski explains how money, or lack of, affects your favorite club.
Drawing on extensive research into financial records dating back to the 1970s, Szymanski provides clear
analysis of the way that clubs have transformed in the modern era. This book isn't limited to European clubs.
Szymanski, a renowned expert on sports management and economics, looks at what we can learn from
comparing the ascension of Europe's biggest clubs to their lofty perches and with new financial models
across the world. Through careful research and informative stories drawn from around the globe, Szymanski
provides an accessible guide to the world of soccer finance.

Soccernomics
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'Soccernomics' applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday football topics. It's about looking at data in
new ways, revealing counterintuitive truths about football and explaining all manner of things about the
game which newspapers just can't see.

The Language of the Game

Essential reading for soccer fans as the 2022 World Cup approaches, this lively and lyrical book is \"an ideal
guide to the world's most popular sport\" (Simon Kuper, coauthor of Soccernomics). Soccer is not only the
world's most popular game; it's also one of the most widely shared forms of global culture. The Language of
the Game is a passionate and engaging introduction to soccer's history, tactics, and human drama. Profiling
soccer's full cast of characters—goalies and position players, referees and managers, commentators and
fans—historian and soccer scholar Laurent Dubois describes how the game's low scores, relentless motion,
and spectacular individual performances combine to turn each match into a unique and unpredictable story.
He also shows how soccer's global reach makes it an unparalleled theater for nationalism, international
conflict, and human interconnectedness, with close attention to both men's and women's soccer. Filled with
perceptive insights and stories both legendary and little known, The Language of the Game is a rewarding
read for anyone seeking to understand soccer better—newcomers and passionate followers alike.

Money and Soccer: A Soccernomics Guide

\"Why Chievo Verona, Unterhaching, and Scunthorpe United will never win the Champions League, why
Manchester City, Roma, and Paris St. Germain can, and why Real madrid, Bayern Munich, and Manchester
United cannot be stopped.\"

Soccer Empire

When France both hosted and won the World Cup in 1998, the face of its star player, Zinedine Zidane, the
son of Algerian immigrants, was projected onto the Arc de Triomphe. During the 2006 World Cup finals,
Zidane stunned the country by ending his spectacular career with an assault on an Italian player. In Soccer
Empire, Laurent Dubois illuminates the connections between empire and sport by tracing the story of World
Cup soccer, from the Cup’s French origins in the 1930s to Africa and the Caribbean and back again. As he
vividly recounts the lives of two of soccer’s most electrifying players, Zidane and his outspoken teammate,
Lilian Thuram, Dubois deepens our understanding of the legacies of empire that persist in Europe and
brilliantly captures the power of soccer to change the nation and the world.

Richer Than God: Manchester City, Modern Football and Growing Up

Richer Than God is an authoritative, emotional, provocative account of Manchester City's takeover by
Sheikh Mansour, culminating in their remarkable last minute Premier League title victory in May 2012. By
placing the club's extraordinary current rise in the wider context of its patchy modern history, this is also the
story of English football's transformation--from the battlegrounds of the 1980s to today's moneyed, seated,
global entertainment. Conn is led to question the very nature of football clubs and being a supporter, the
underlying values and running of what used to be called \"the people's game.\" A labor of love, this
powerfully told account of Manchester City's fall and rise, based on meticulous research over many years,
and exclusive access and interviews with key figures, is written in the gripping, revelatory style Conn has
made his trademark.

How Soccer Explains the World

“An eccentric, fascinating exposé of a world most of us know nothing about. . . . Bristles with anecdotes that
are almost impossible to believe.” —New York Times Book Review “Terrific. . . . A travelogue full of
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important insights into both cultural change and persistence. . . . Foer’s soccer odyssey lends weight to the
argument that a humane world order is possible.” — Washington Post Book World A groundbreaking
work—named one of the five most influential sports books of the decade by Sports Illustrated—How Soccer
Explains the World is a unique and brilliantly illuminating look at soccer, the world’s most popular sport, as
a lens through which to view the pressing issues of our age, from the clash of civilizations to the global
economy. From Brazil to Bosnia, and Italy to Iran, this is an eye-opening chronicle of how a beautiful sport
and its fanatical followers can highlight the fault lines of a society, whether it’s terrorism, poverty, anti-
Semitism, or radical Islam—issues that now have an impact on all of us. Filled with blazing intelligence,
colorful characters, wry humor, and an equal passion for soccer and humanity, How Soccer Explains the
World is an utterly original book that makes sense of our troubled times.

National Pastime

Szymanski and Zimbalist pay special attention to the rich and complex evolution of baseball from its
beginnings in America, and they trace modern soccer from its foundation in England through its subsequent
expansion across the world.

Money and Football

\"The most recent winners of the UEFA Champions League are the richest club in the world; the richest club
in Germany; the billionaire oligarch-owned English club; the second richest club in the world, twice; and the
richest club in England. Meanwhile, more than half of all clubs lose money. With startling clarity, Stefan
Szymanski reveals how money decides the destiny of your soccer club.\"--Back cover.

Beautiful Game Theory

The first book to use the world's most popular sport to test economic theories and document novel human
behavior A wealth of research in recent decades has seen the economic approach to human behavior extended
over many areas previously considered to belong to sociology, political science, law, and other fields.
Research has also shown that economics can provide insight into many aspects of sports, including soccer.
Beautiful Game Theory is the first book that uses soccer to test economic theories and document novel
human behavior. In this brilliant and entertaining book, Ignacio Palacios-Huerta illuminates economics
through the world's most popular sport. He offers unique and often startling insights into game theory and
microeconomics, covering topics such as mixed strategies, discrimination, incentives, and human
preferences. He also looks at finance, experimental economics, behavioral economics, and neuroeconomics.
Soccer provides rich data sets and environments that shed light on universal economic principles in
interesting and useful ways. Essential reading for students, researchers, and sports enthusiasts, Beautiful
Game Theory is the first book to show what soccer can do for economics.

The Numbers Game

Moneyball meets Freakonomics in this myth-busting guide to understanding—and winning—the most
popular sport on the planet. Innovation is coming to soccer, and at the center of it all are the numbers—a way
of thinking about the game that ignores the obvious in favor of how things actually are. In The Numbers
Game, Chris Anderson, a former professional goalkeeper turned soccer statistics guru, teams up with
behavioral analyst David Sally to uncover the numbers that really matter when it comes to predicting a
winner. Investigating basic but profound questions—How valuable are corners? Which goal matters most? Is
possession really nine-tenths of the law? How should a player’s value be judged?—they deliver an incisive,
revolutionary new way of watching and understanding soccer.
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City of Champions

The changing fortunes of Detroit, told through the lens of the city's major sporting events, by the bestselling
author of Soccernomics, and a prizewinning cultural critic From Ty Cobb and Hank Greenberg to the Bad
Boys, from Joe Louis and Gordie Howe to the Malice at the Palace, City of Champions explores the history
of Detroit through the stories of its most gifted athletes and most celebrated teams, linking iconic events in
the history of Motown sports to the city's shifting fortunes. In an era when many teams have left rustbelt
cities to relocate elsewhere, Detroit has held on to its franchises, and there is currently great hope in the
revival of the city focused on its downtown sports complexes—but to whose benefit? Szymanski and
Weineck show how the fate of the teams in Detroit's stadiums, gyms, and fields is echoed in the rise and fall
of the car industry, political upheavals ushered in by the depression, World War II, the 1967 uprising, and its
recent bankruptcy and renewal. Driven by the conviction that sports not only mirror society but also have a
special power to create both community and enduring narratives that help define a city's sense of self, City of
Champions is a unique history of the most American of cities.

Soccernomics (2022 World Cup Edition)

Written with an economist's brain and a soccer writer's skill, Soccernomics applies high-powered analytical
tools to everyday soccer topics Soccernomics is a revolutionary new way of looking at soccer that has helped
to change the way the sport is played. This World Cup edition features ample new material, including a
chapter on women’s soccer that makes a case for reparations, an analysis of the pandemic’s impact on soccer
finances, and insights into the failed plan to create a European Super League. Soccernomics remains essential
reading for anyone in search of a more strategic, systematic perspective on the game, answering the questions
that most consume soccer fans.

Soccernomics

Football truly is the world's favourite game, followed in over 200 countries by hundreds of millions of people
pouring their hearts and souls into supporting their chosen team every week. But behind the passion are
questions that all true football aficionados want answered: has football spending spun out of control? How
much do managers matter? Is hosting a World Cup a poisoned chalice? Fully revised and updated ahead of
the 2022 World Cup, Soccernomics is the revolutionary guide from an economist and a sports writer who
answer all these questions and more.

Fever Pitch

*WINNER OF THE WILLIAM HILL SPORTS BOOK OF THE YEAR* Fever Pitch is Nick Hornby's
million-copy-selling, award-winnning football classic 'A spanking 7-0 away win of a football book. . .
inventive, honest, funny, heroic, charming' Independent For many people watching football is mere
entertainment, to some it's more like a ritual; but to others, its highs and lows provide a narrative to life itself.
But, for Nick Hornby, his devotion to the game has provided one of few constants in a life where the
meaningful things - like growing up, leaving home and forming relationships, both parental and romantic -
have rarely been as simple or as uncomplicated as his love for Arsenal. Brimming with wit and honesty,
Fever Pitch, catches perfectly what it really means to be a football fan - and in doing so, what it means to be a
man. 'Hornby has put his finger on truths that have been unspoken for generations' Irish Times 'Funny, wise
and true' Roddy Doyle

The First Tour de France

From its inception, the 1903 Tour de France was a colorful affair. Full of adventure, mishaps and audacious
attempts at cheating, it was a race to be remembered. Cyclists of the time weren't enthusiastic about
participating in this \"heroic\" race on roads more suited to hooves than wheels, with bikes weighing up to
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thirty-five pounds, on a single fixed gear, for three full weeks. Assembling enough riders for the race meant
paying unemployed amateurs from the suburbs of Paris, including a butcher, a chimney sweep and a circus
acrobat. From Maurice \"The White Bulldog\" Garin, an Italian-born Frenchman whose parents were said to
have swapped him for a round of cheese in order to smuggle him into France as a fourteen-year-old, to
Hippolyte Aucouturier, who looked like a villain from a Buster Keaton movie with his jersey of horizontal
stripes and handlebar moustache, the cyclists were a remarkable bunch. Starting in the Parisian suburb of
Montgeron, the route took the intrepid cyclists through Lyon, over the hills to Marseille, then on to Toulouse,
Bordeaux, and Nantes, ending with great fanfare at the Parc des Princes in Paris. There was no indication that
this ramshackle cycling pack would draw crowds to throng France's rutted roads and cheer the first Tour
heroes. But they did; and all thanks to a marketing ruse, cycling would never be the same again.

It's Football, Not Soccer (and Vice Versa)

Every four years, when the World Cup rolls around, the internet yells at the US that \"it's football, not
soccer.\" This short and light-hearted book lays out the contours of the debate, delves into the history of the
word \"football\" and the emergence of the word \"soccer,\" explores some 20th century data on the
distribution of the two words and the surprisingly recent origin of the great schism, tells you about all the
words the world actually uses to describe the game, gives you a glimpse of the convoluted fate of the word
soccer in Australia, and tries to make sense of it all. Stefan Szymanski, co-author of \"Soccernomics,\" is a
sports economist who teaches sport management at the University of Michigan. Silke-Maria Weineck, author
of \"The Tragedy of Fatherhood,\" teaches German Studies and Comparative Literature at the University of
Michigan.

Barça

WINNER OF THE FOOTBALL BOOK OF THE YEAR 'This is a masterfully written history of the world's
greatest football club. Més que un book!' - GARY LINEKER From the bestselling co-author of
Soccernomics comes the story of how FC Barcelona became the most successful football club in the world -
and how that envied position now hangs in the balance. Barça is not just the world's most popular sports club,
it is simply one of the most influential organisations on the planet. With almost 250 million followers on
social media and 4 million visitors to its Camp Nou stadium each year, there's little wonder its motto is 'More
than a club'. But it was not always so. In the past three decades, Barcelona has transformed from regional
team to global powerhouse, becoming a model of sporting excellence and a consistent winner of silverware.
Simon Kuper unravels exactly how these transformations took place. He outlines the organisational structure
behind the club's business decisions, and details the work of its coaches, medics, data analysts and
nutritionists who have revolutionised the sporting world. And, of course, he studies the towering influence of
the club's two greatest legends, Johan Cruyff and Lionel Messi. Like many leading global businesses, FC
Barcelona closely guards its secrets, granting few outsiders a view behind the scenes. But, after decades of
writing about the sport and the club, Kuper was given unprecedented access to the inner sanctum and to the
people who strive daily to keep Barcelona at the top. Erudite, personal, and capturing all the latest successes
and upheavals, his portrait of this incredible institution goes beyond football to understand Barça as a unique
social, cultural, and political phenomenon. \"I began my research thinking I was going to be explaining
Barca's rise to greatness, and I have, but I've also ended up charting the decline and fall.\"

Ajax, the Dutch, the War

A passionate, haunting and moving work that tells the breathtaking story of how Dutch Jews survived the
unspeakable and came to play a strong role in the rise of the most exciting and revolutionary style of soccer --
\"Total Football\" -- the world had ever seen. When most people think about the Netherlands, images of
tulips and peaceful pot smoking residents spring to mind. Bring up soccer, and most will think of Johan
Cruyff, the Dutch player thought to rival Pele in preternatural skill, and Ajax, one of the most influential
soccer clubs in the world whose academy system for young athletes has been replicated around the globe. In
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Ajax, The Dutch, The War: Soccer in Europe During the Second World War, bestselling author Simon Kuper
shows how the story of soccer in Holland cannot be understood without investigating what really occurred in
this country during WWII. For decades, the Dutch have enjoyed the reputation of having a \"good war.\" The
myth is even resonant in Israel where Ajax is celebrated. The fact is, the Jews suffered shocking persecution
at the hands of Dutch collaborators. Holland had the second largest Nazi movement in Europe outside
Germany, and in no other country except Poland was so high a percentage of Jews deported. Kuper
challenges Holland's historical amnesia and uses soccer -- particularly the experience of Ajax, a club long
supported by Amsterdam's Jews -- as a window on wartime Holland and Europe. Through interviews with
Resistance fighters, survivors, wartime soccer players and more, Kuper uncovers this history that has been
ignored, and also finds out why the Holocaust had a profound effect on soccer in the country. Ajax produced
Cruyff but was also built by members of the Dutch resistance and Holocaust survivors. It became a surrogate
family for many who survived the war and its method for producing unparalleled talent became the envy of
clubs around the world.

The Fix

The Fix is the most explosive story of sports corruption in a generation. Intriguing, riveting, and compelling,
it tells the story of an investigative journalist who sets out to examine the world of match-fixing in
professional soccer. From the Introduction Understand how gambling fixers work to corrupt a soccer game
and you will understand how they move into a basketball league, a cricket tournament, or a tennis match (all
places, by the way, that criminal fixers have moved into). My views on soccer have changed. I still love the
Saturday-morning game between amateurs: the camaraderie and the fresh smell of grass. But the professional
game leaves me cold. I hope you will understand why after reading the book. I think you may never look at
sport in the same way again.

Soccerwomen

From Michelle Akers to Megan Rapinoe, bold and inspiring profiles of the pioneers, champions and future
heroines of women's soccer around the world. Women's soccer has come a long way. The first organized
games on record -- which took place three hundred years ago in the Scottish Highlands -- were exhibition
matches, where single women played against married women while available men looked on, seeking a
potential mate. Today, champions like Mia Hamm, Abby Wambach, Brazil's Marta and China's Sun Wen,
have inspired girls around the world to pick up the beautiful game for love of the sport. Inevitably, given the
hardships and discrimination they face, women who play soccer professionally are so much more than elite
athletes. They are survivors, campaigners, political advocates, feminists, LGBTQ activists, working moms,
staunch opponents of racial discrimination and inspirational role models for many. Based on original
interviews with over 50 current and former players and coaches, this book celebrates these remarkable
women and their achievements against all odds.

The Club

An excellent recap, with wonderful access and forensic detail on the Premier League's rise to global alpha
status... All told with an arch sense of humour The Guardian How did English football - once known for its
stale pies, bad book-keeping and hooligans - become a commercial powerhouse and the world's premium
popular entertainment? This was a business empire built in only twenty-five years on ambition,
experimentation and gambler's luck. Lead by a motley cast of executives, Russian oligarchs, Arab Sheikhs,
Asian Titans, American Tycoons, battle-hardened managers, ruthless agents and the Murdoch media - the
Premier League has been carved up, rebranded and exported to phenomenal 185 countries. The United
Nations only recognizes 193. But the extraordinary profit of bringing England's ageing industrial towns to a
compulsive global attention has come at a cost. Today, as players are sold for hundreds of millions and clubs
are valued in the billions, local fans are being priced out - and the clubs' local identities are fading. The
Premier League has become the classic business fable for our globalised world. Drawing on dozens of
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exclusive and revelatory interviews from the Boardrooms - including Liverpool's John W. Henry,
Tottenham's Daniel Levy, Martin Edwards and David Gill at Manchester United, Arsène Wenger and Stan
Kroenke at Arsenal, Manchester City's sporting director Txiki Begiristain, and executives at Chelsea, West
Ham, Leicester City and Aston Villa - this is the definitive bustand boom account of how the Premier League
product took over the world.

Ahead of the Curve

“A delight for baseball lovers” (Kirkus Reviews) and “one of the most significant baseball books of the year”
(Bob Costas) Ahead of the Curve uses stories from baseball’s present and past to examine why we sometimes
choose ignorance over information, and how tradition can trump logic. Forget batting average. Kill the
“Win.” Say goodbye to starting pitchers. And please, please stop bunting. MLB Network anchor and
commentator Brian Kenny provides “an excellent, entertaining read for the all-around baseball fan” (Library
Journal) and shows how baseball has been revolutionized—not destroyed—by analytical thinking. Most
people who resist logical thought in baseball preach “tradition” and “respecting the game.” But many of
baseball’s traditions go back to the nineteenth century, when the pitcher’s job was to provide the batter with a
ball he could hit and fielders played without gloves. Instead of fearing change, Brian Kenny wants fans to
think critically, reject outmoded groupthink, and embrace the changes that have come with the sabermetric
era. In his entertaining and enlightening book, Kenny discusses why the pitching win-loss record, the Triple
Crown, fielding errors, and so-called battling titles should be ignored. He also points out how fossilized
sportswriters have been electing the wrong MVP’s and ignoring legitimate candidates for the Hall of Fame;
why managers are hired based on their looks; and how the most important position in baseball may just be
“Director of Decision Sciences.” “Prepare to have your brain and your assumptions challenged. Guided by
data and a deep love of the game, Brian Kenny takes a cutting-edge look at where baseball is and where it is
going” (Tom Verducci, Sports Illustrated). Illustrated with unique anecdotes from those who have reshaped
the game, Ahead of the Curve is “a great story about the game in the age of information and technology”
(Billy Beane).

Under the Lights and In the Dark

Under the Lights and in the Dark: Untold Stories of Women's Soccer takes an unprecedented look inside the
lives of professional football players around the world – from precarious positions in underfunded teams and
leagues, to sold-out stadiums and bright lights. Award-winning filmmaker and journalist Gwendolyn
Oxenham tells the stories of the phenoms, underdogs, and nobodies – players willing to follow the game
wherever it takes them. Under the Lights and in the Dark takes us inside the world of women's soccer,
following players across the globe, from Portland Thorns star Allie Long, who trains in an underground
men's league in New York City; to English national Fara Williams, who hid her homelessness from her
teammates while playing for the English national team. Oxenham takes us to Voronezh, Russia, where
players battle more than just snowy pitches in pursuing their dream of playing pro, and to a refugee camp in
Denmark, where Nadia Nadim, now a Danish international star, honed her skills after her family fled from
the Taliban. Whether you're a newcomer to the sport or a die-hard fan, this is an inspiring book about stars'
beginnings and adventures, struggles and hardship, and, above all, the time-honored romance of the game.

Soccermatics

'Football looked at in a very different way' Pat Nevin, former Chelsea and Everton star and football media
analystFootball - the most mathematical of sports. From shot statistics and league tables to the geometry of
passing and managerial strategy, the modern game is filled with numbers, patterns and shapes. How do we
make sense of them? The answer lies in the mathematical models applied in biology, physics and economics.
Soccermatics brings football and mathematics together in a mind-bending synthesis, using numbers to help
reveal the inner workings of the beautiful game.- How is the Barcelona midfield linked geometrically? -
What's the similarity between an ant colony and Total Football, Dutch style? - What can defenders learn from
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lionesses? - How much of a scoreline is pure randomness and how much is skill? - How can probability
theory make you money at the bookies?Welcome to the world of mathematical modelling, expressed
brilliantly by David Sumpter through the prism of football. No matter who you follow - from your local non-
league side to the big boys of the Premiership, La Liga, the Bundesliga, Serie A or the MLS - you'll be
amazed at what mathematics has to teach us about the world's favourite sport.

Masters of Modern Soccer

How do some of soccer’s smartest and most accomplished figures master the craft of the game? This in-depth
analysis of modern soccer reveals how elite players and coaches strategize on and off the field to execute in
high-pressure situations. “A worthy addition to any soccer fan’s shelf.”—The Wall Street Journal In Masters
of Modern Soccer, America’s premier soccer journalist, Grant Wahl, reveals what players and managers are
thinking before, during, and after games and delivers a true behind-the-scenes perspective on the inner
workings of the sport’s brightest minds. Wahl follows world-class players from across the globe, examining
how they do their jobs and gaining deep insight from the players on how goalkeepers, defenders, midfielders,
and forwards function individually and as a unit to excel and win. He also shadows a manager and director of
soccer as they juggle the challenges of coaching, preparation, and the short- and long-term strategies of how
to identify and acquire talent and deploy it on the field. These central figures share the little details that
matter, position by position: • Attacking midfielder Christian Pulisic explains why he wears his soccer cleats
a size too small to make his first touch even better. • Forward Javier “Chicharito” Hernández reveals the
Mexican national team’s secret synchronized patterns that create space for him in front of the goal. •
Defender Vincent Kompany tells you why his teammates’ pressure on the ball means he can defend his man
more tightly in the penalty box. • Defensive midfielder Xabi Alonso describes his disdain for slide tackles
and the tendency among even the best professional midfielders to play too closely to one another. •
Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer tells the origin story of his sweeper-keeper role, which has allowed him to
redefine the position for the modern game. • Head coach Roberto Martínez explains the differences between
coaching clubs and national teams and why one of the first things he looks for in any game situation is
numerical advantage. • Director of football Michael Zorc discusses what he looks for when it comes to
identifying players he can buy low and sell high, Moneyball-style, while still competing to win trophies. The
definitive analysis of the craft of soccer, Masters of Modern Soccer will change the way any fan, player,
coach, or sideline enthusiast experiences the game.

Spies, Lies, and Exile

“Fascinating, rich, and probing . . . a beguiling and endlessly interesting portrait”—The Wall Street Journal
For fans of John le Carré and Ben Macintyre, an exclusive first-person account of one of the Cold War’s
most notorious spies “Kuper provides a different and valuable perspective, humane and informative. If the
definition of a psychopath is someone who refuses to accept the consequences of his actions, does George fit
the definition? There he sits, admitting it was all for nothing, but has no regrets. Or does he?” —John le
Carré Few Cold War spy stories approach the sheer daring and treachery of George Blake’s. After fighting in
the Dutch resistance during World War II, Blake joined the British spy agency MI6 and was stationed in
Seoul. Taken prisoner after the North Korean army overran his post in 1950, Blake later returned to England
to a hero’s welcome, carrying a dark secret: while in a communist prison camp in North Korea, he had
secretly switched sides to the KGB after reading Karl Marx’s Das Kapital. As a Soviet double agent, Blake
betrayed uncounted western spying operations—including the storied Berlin Tunnel, the most expensive
covert project ever undertaken by the CIA and MI6. Blake exposed hundreds of western agents, forty of
whom were likely executed. After his unmasking and arrest, he received, for that time, the longest sentence
in modern British history—only to make a dramatic escape to the Soviet Union in 1966, five years into his
forty-two-year sentence. He left his wife, three children, and a stunned country behind. Much of Blake’s
career existed inside the hall of mirrors that was the Cold War, especially following his sensational escape
from Wormwood Scrubs prison. Veteran journalist Simon Kuper tracked Blake to his dacha outside Moscow,
where the aging spy agreed to be interviewed for this unprecedented account of Cold War espionage.

Soccernomics



Following the master spy’s death in Moscow at age ninety-eight on December 26, 2020, Kuper is finally able
to set the record straight.

Twelve Yards

An all-encompassing look at the penalty kick, soccer’s all-or-nothing play—its legendary moments and the
secrets to its success No stretch of grass has been the site of more glory or heartbreak in the world of sports
than the few dozen paces between goalkeeper and penalty kicker in soccer. In theory, it’s simple: place the
ball beyond a single defender and secure a place in history. But once the chosen players make the lonely
march from their respective sides of the pitch, everything changes, all bets are off, and anything can happen.
Drawing from the hard-won lessons of legendary games, in-depth statistical analysis, expert opinion, and the
firsthand experience of coaches and players from around the world, journalist Ben Lyttleton offers insight
into the diverse attitudes, tactics, and techniques that separate success from failure in one of the highest-
pressure situations sports has to offer.

Among The Thugs

___________________________ THE BESTSELLING ACCOUNT OF FOOTBALL VIOLENCE
Welcome to the world of football thuggery. They have names like Bonehead, Paraffin Pete and Steamin’
Sammy. They like lager, football, the Queen, and themselves. They love England. They dislike the rest of the
known universe. The beautiful game remains ugly. From following Manchster's Red Army to drinking with
skinheads, acclaimed writer Bill Buford enters this alternate society and records both its savageries and its
sinister allure with the social imagination of George Orwell and the raw personal engagement of Hunter S.
Thompson. Among the Thugs is a terrifying, malevolently funny, supremely chilling book about the
experience, and the eerie allure, of crowd violence and football culture.

The Ghost Map

\"It is the summer of 1854. Cholera has seized London with unprecedented intensity. A metropolis of more
than 2 million people, London is just emerging as one of the first modern cities in the world. But lacking the
infrastructure necessary to support its dense population - garbage removal, clean water, sewers - the city has
become the perfect breeding ground for a terrifying disease that no one knows how to cure.\" \"As their
neighbors begin dying, two men are spurred to action: the Reverend Henry Whitehead, whose faith in a
benevolent God is shaken by the seemingly random nature of the victims, and Dr. John Snow, whose ideas
about contagion have been dismissed by the scientific community, but who is convinced that he knows how
the disease is being transmitted. The Ghost Map chronicles the outbreak's spread and the desperate efforts to
put an end to the epidemic - and solve the most pressing medical riddle of the age.\"--BOOK JACKET.

Football Hackers

Well written and thoughtful. Takes us on a tour of some of Europe's most innovative football thinkers -
Financial Times The future of football is now. Football's data revolution has only just begun. The arrival of
advanced metrics and detailed analysis is already reshaping the modern game. We can now fully assess
player performance, analyse the role of luck and measure what really leads to victory. There is no turning
back. Now the race is on between football's wealthiest clubs and a group of outsiders, nerds and rule-
breakers, who are turning the game on its head with their staggering innovations. Winning is no longer just
about what happens out on the pitch, it's now a battle taking place in boardrooms and on screens across
international borders with the world's brightest minds driving for an edge over their fiercest rivals. Christoph
Biermann has moved in the midst of these disruptive upheavals, talking to scientists, coaches, managers,
scouts and psychologists in the world's major clubs, traveling across Europe and the US and revealing the
hidden - and often jaw-dropping - truths behind the beautiful game. 'A book full of exciting ideas and inside
views on modern football. The most exciting book in an exciting time for football.' Thomas Hitzlsperger
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Soccernomics

The 2018 World Cup edition of the international bestseller and \"the most intelligent book ever written about
soccer\" (San Francisco Chronicle) is updated throughout and features new chapters on the FIFA scandal,
why Iceland wins, and women's soccer. Named one of the Best Books of the Year by the Guardian, Slate,
Financial Times, Independent (UK), and Bloomberg News Written with an economist's brain and a soccer
writer's skill, Soccernomics applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday soccer topics, looking at data
and revealing counterintuitive truths about the world's most beloved game. It all adds up to a revolutionary
new approach that has helped change the way the game is played. This World Cup edition features ample
new material, including fresh insights into FIFA's corruption, the surge in domestic violence during World
Cups, and Western Europe's unprecedented dominance of global soccer.

Scorecasting

In Scorecasting, University of Chicago behavioral economist Tobias Moskowitz teams up with veteran
Sports Illustrated writer L. Jon Wertheim to overturn some of the most cherished truisms of sports, and reveal
the hidden forces that shape how basketball, baseball, football, and hockey games are played, won and lost.
Drawing from Moskowitz's original research, as well as studies from fellow economists such as bestselling
author Richard Thaler, the authors look at: the influence home-field advantage has on the outcomes of games
in all sports and why it exists; the surprising truth about the universally accepted axiom that defense wins
championships; the subtle biases that umpires exhibit in calling balls and strikes in key situations; the
unintended consequences of referees' tendencies in every sport to \"swallow the whistle,\" and more. Among
the insights that Scorecasting reveals: • Why Tiger Woods is prone to the same mistake in high-pressure
putting situations that you and I are • Why professional teams routinely overvalue draft picks • The myth of
momentum or the \"hot hand\" in sports, and why so many fans, coaches, and broadcasters fervently
subscribe to it • Why NFL coaches rarely go for a first down on fourth-down situations--even when their
reluctance to do so reduces their chances of winning. In an engaging narrative that takes us from the putting
greens of Augusta to the grid iron of a small parochial high school in Arkansas, Scorecasting will forever
change how you view the game, whatever your favorite sport might be.
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