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Exoplanets

For the first time in human history, we know for certain the existence of planets around other stars. Now the
fastest-growing field in space science, the time is right for this fundamental source book on the topic which
will lay the foundation for its continued growth. Exoplanets serves as both an introduction for the non-
specialist and a foundation for the techniques and equations used in exoplanet observation by those dedicated
to the field.

Exoplanets

The past few years have seen an incredible explosion in our knowledge of the universe. Since its 2009
launch, the Kepler satellite has discovered more than two thousand exoplanets, or planets outside our solar
system. More exoplanets are being discovered all the time, and even more remarkable than the sheer number
of exoplanets is their variety. In Exoplanets, astronomer Michael Summers and physicist James Trefil
explore these remarkable recent discoveries: planets revolving around pulsars, planets made of diamond,
planets that are mostly water, and numerous rogue planets wandering through the emptiness of space. This
captivating book reveals the latest discoveries and argues that the incredible richness and complexity we are
finding necessitates a change in our questions and mental paradigms. In short, we have to change how we
think about the universe and our place in it, because it is stranger and more interesting than we could have
imagined.

Exoplanets

Until the mid-1990s, scientists only guessed that the universe held exoplanets, or planets beyond our solar
system. But using advanced physics and powerful telescopes, scientists have since identified more than three
thousand exoplanets. This work has revealed fascinating worlds, including a planet that oozes lavalike fluids
and a planet that glows bright pink. Even more fascinating, scientists think that some exoplanets might
contain life. Many orbit in the Goldilocks zone, the region around a star that's not too hot or too cold for
liquid water, a key ingredient for life. This book examines exoplanets, the possibilities for life beyond Earth,
and the cutting-edge technologies scientists use to learn about distant worlds.

Envisioning Exoplanets

Come along for the captivating hunt for planets like our own Envisioning Exoplanets traces the journey of
astronomers and researchers on their quest to explore the universe for a planet like Earth. Exoplanets--worlds
beyond our solar system--were once dismissed as science fiction. But now, with more than 4,000 confirmed
exoplanets, countless possibilities exist for what remains to be uncovered in the universe. This book follows
the exhilarating progression of exoplanet research from its earliest stages operating on the fringes of
scientific research to the newest developments of renowned agencies around the world searching for planets
capable of hosting life. Featuring provocative questions about the universe and more than 200 remarkable
illustrations from Michael Caroll, Ron Miller, and other key members of the International Association of
Astronomical Artists, Envisioning Exoplanets is an intergalactic visual voyage.

Handbook of Exoplanets

This state-of-the-art reference work includes over 15 sections dealing with all aspects of exoplanets and



exobiology research, including historic aspects, the Solar System as a template, objects at the planet-to-star
transition, exoplanet detection and characterization with related instrumentation, technology and software
tools, planet and planet-system statistics with recent and planned surveys, their atmosphere and formation
and evolution processes, habitability and exobiology implications, and outlooks for future exploration and
science development, including visionary contributions. Each section has 10-20 contributions written by the
top experts in their subject, including both senior researchers as well as young, smart researchers who
represent the future of the discipline. All in all, this handbook comprehensively tackles one of the most
challenging and dynamic fields of modern astronomy and astrophysics.

The Little Book of Exoplanets

A concise and accessible introduction to exoplanets that explains the cutting-edge science behind recent
discoveries For centuries, people have speculated about the possibility of planets orbiting distant stars, but
only since the 1990s has technology allowed astronomers to detect them. At this point, more than five
thousand such exoplanets have been identified, with the pace of discovery accelerating after the launch of
NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite and the Webb Space Telescope. In The Little Book of
Exoplanets, Princeton astrophysicist Joshua Winn offers a brief and engaging introduction to the search for
exoplanets and the cutting-edge science behind recent findings. In doing so, he chronicles the dawn of a new
age of discovery—one that has rapidly transformed astronomy and our broader understanding of the
universe. Scientists now know that many Sun-like stars host their own systems of planets, some of which
may resemble our solar system and include planets similar to the Earth. But, Winn tells us, the most
remarkable discoveries so far have been of planets with unexpected and decidedly un-Earth-like properties,
which have upended what we thought we knew about the origins of planetary systems. Winn provides an
inside view of the sophisticated detective work astronomers perform as they find and study exoplanets and
describes the surprising—sometimes downright bizarre—planets and systems they have found. He explains
how these discoveries are revolutionizing astronomy, and he explores the current status and possible future of
the search for another Earth. Finally, drawing on his own and other scientists’ work, he considers how the
discovery of exoplanets and their faraway solar systems changes our perspectives on the universe and our
place in it.

The Exoplanet Handbook

A complete and in-depth review of exoplanet research, covering the discovery methods, physics and
theoretical background.

Exoplanets

Astronomers have recently discovered thousands of exotic planets that orbit stars throughout our Milky Way
galaxy. With his characteristic wit and style, Donald Goldsmith shows how these observations have already
broadened our planetary horizons, and tells us what may come next, including the ultimate discovery: life
beyond our home planet.

Exoplanets

This is the first collection of review articles in one volume covering the very latest developments in
exoplanet research. This edited, multi-author volume will be an invaluable introduction and reference to all
key aspects in the field this field. The reviews cover topics such as the properties of known exoplanets and
searching for exoplanets in the stellar graveyard. The book provides an easily accessible point of reference in
a fast moving and exciting field.
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New Worlds in the Cosmos
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Exoplanets

Exoplanets: Finding, Exploring, and Understanding Alien Worlds probes the basis for possible answers to the
fundamentals questions asked about these planets orbiting stars other than our Sun. This book examines what
such planets might be like, where they are, and how we find them. Until around ten years ago, the only
planets that we knew about were within the Solar System. The first genuine planet beyond the confines of the
Solar System was discovered only 1988. Since then another 350 or so exoplanets have been detected by
various methods, and most of these haven been found in the last ten years. Although many more exoplanets
discoveries may be expected to occur even as this book is being read, a large enough data set is now available
to form the basis for an informed general account of exoplanets. The topic hence is an extremely \"hot\" one -
all the more so because the recently launched Kepler spacecraft should soon start uncovering many more
exoplanets, some perhaps comparable with the Earth (and therefore possibly alternative homes for mankind,
if we could ever reach them). Exoplanets: Finding, Exploring, and Understanding Alien Life gives a
comprehensive, balances, and above all accurate account of exoplanets.

Exoplanet Science Strategy

The past decade has delivered remarkable discoveries in the study of exoplanets. Hand-in-hand with these
advances, a theoretical understanding of the myriad of processes that dictate the formation and evolution of
planets has matured, spurred on by the avalanche of unexpected discoveries. Appreciation of the factors that
make a planet hospitable to life has grown in sophistication, as has understanding of the context for
biosignatures, the remotely detectable aspects of a planet's atmosphere or surface that reveal the presence of
life. Exoplanet Science Strategy highlights strategic priorities for large, coordinated efforts that will support
the scientific goals of the broad exoplanet science community. This report outlines a strategic plan that will
answer lingering questions through a combination of large, ambitious community-supported efforts and
support for diverse, creative, community-driven investigator research.

Exoplanets

This is the first collection of review articles in one volume covering the very latest developments in
exoplanet research. This edited, multi-author volume will be an invaluable introduction and reference to all
key aspects in the field this field. The reviews cover topics such as the properties of known exoplanets and
searching for exoplanets in the stellar graveyard. The book provides an easily accessible point of reference in
a fast moving and exciting field.

The NASA Kepler Mission

This book covers the numerous, paradigm changing scientific discoveries in exoplanets and other areas of
astrophysics made possible by the NASA Kepler and K2 Missions. It is suitable for the interested layperson,
pupils of science and space missions, and advanced science students and researchers.

Exoplanets and Alien Solar Systems

An unprecedented number of planets outside of the solar system have been found, with an explosion in the
number of discoveries in recent years. Find out what has been happening in this rapidly advancing arena of
human exploration, what these extrasolar planets are like, and why some traditional ideas face being thrown
out.

Exoplanets



Methods of Detecting Exoplanets

In this book, renowned scientists describe the various techniques used to detect and characterize extrasolar
planets, or exoplanets, with a view to unveiling the “tricks of the trade” of planet detection to a wider
community. The radial velocity method, transit method, microlensing method, and direct imaging method are
all clearly explained, drawing attention to their advantages and limitations and highlighting the
complementary roles that they can play in improving the characterization of exoplanets’ physical and orbital
properties. By probing the planetary frequency at different distances and in different conditions, these
techniques are helping astrophysicists to reconstruct the scenarios of planetary formation and to give robust
scientific answers to questions regarding the frequency of potentially habitable worlds. Twenty years have
passed since the discovery of a Jupiter-mass companion to a main sequence star other than the Sun, heralding
the birth of extrasolar planetary research; this book fully conveys the exciting progress that has been achieved
during the intervening period.

How Do You Find an Exoplanet?

An authoritative primer on the cutting-edge science of planet hunting Alien worlds have long been a staple of
science fiction. But today, thanks to modern astronomical instrumentation and the achievements of many
enterprising observational astronomers, the existence of planets outside our solar system—also known as
exoplanets—has moved into the realm of science fact. With planet hunters finding ever smaller, more Earth-
like worlds, our understanding of the cosmos is forever changed, yet the question of how astronomers make
these discoveries often goes unanswered. How Do You Find an Exoplanet? is an authoritative primer on the
four key techniques that today's planet hunters use to detect the feeble signals of planets orbiting distant stars.
John Johnson provides you with an insider’s perspective on this exciting cutting-edge science, showing how
astronomers detect the wobble of stars caused by the gravitational tug of an orbiting planet, the slight
diminution of light caused by a planet eclipsing its star, and the bending of space-time by stars and their
planets, and how astronomers even directly take pictures of planets next to their bright central stars.
Accessible to anyone with a basic foundation in college-level physics, How Do You Find an Exoplanet?
sheds new light on the prospect of finding life outside our solar system, how surprising new observations
suggest that we may not fully understand how planets form, and much more.

The Lost Planets

Award-winning science writer Seymour Simon explores the farthest reaches of space in the brand-new
Exoplanets! This nonfiction picture book is an excellent choice to share during homeschooling, in particular
for children ages 6 to 8. It’s a fun way to learn to read and as a supplement for activity books for children.
There are thousands of exoplanets scattered throughout the Milky Way galaxy, and scientists are on a
constant quest to find one just like Earth. In Exoplanets, Simon examines the planets outside of our solar
system and uncovers what makes them habitable, our efforts to discover new life, and more. With clear,
simple text and stunning full-color photographs, readers will explore the farthest reaches of space and explore
the answer to the question: do aliens exist? This book includes an author's note, a glossary, an index, and
supports the Common Core State Standards.

Exoplanets

Forget about rockets to Mars--the future of space science lies with the search for exoplanets

The Planet Factory

Like planets in our solar system, exoplanets form, evolve, and interact with their host stars in many ways. As
exoplanets acquire material and grow to the final size, their atmospheres are subjected to intense UV and X-
radiation and high-energy particle bombardment from the young host star. Whether a planet can retain its
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atmosphere and the conditions for significant mass loss both depend upon the strength of the host star's high-
energy radiation and wind, the distance of the exoplanet from its host star, the gravitational potential of the
exoplanet, and the initial chemical composition of the exoplanet atmosphere. This introductory overview
describes the physical processes responsible for the emission of radiation and acceleration of winds of host
stars that together control the environment of an exoplanet, focusing on topics that are critically important for
understanding exoplanetary atmospheres but are usually not posed from the perspective of host stars.
Accordingly, both host stars and exoplanets are not studied in isolation but are treated as integrated systems.
Stellar magnetic fields, which are the energy source for activity phenomena including high-energy radiation
and winds, play a critical role in determining whether exoplanets are habitable. This text is primarily for
researchers and graduate students who are studying exoplanet atmospheres and habitability, but who may not
have a background in the physics and phenomenology of host stars that provide the environment in which
exoplanets evolve. It provides a comprehensive overview of this broad topic rather than going deeply into
many technical aspects but includes a large list of references to guide those interested in pursuing these
questions. Nonspecialists with a scientific background should also find this text a valuable resource for
understanding the critical issues of contemporary exoplanet research.

Host Stars and their Effects on Exoplanet Atmospheres

Until the mid-1990s, scientists only guessed that the universe held exoplanets, or planets beyond our solar
system. But using advanced physics and powerful telescopes, scientists have since identified more than three
thousand exoplanets. This work has revealed fascinating worlds, including a planet that oozes lavalike fluids
and a planet that glows bright pink. Even more fascinating, scientists think that some exoplanets might
contain life. Many orbit in the Goldilocks zone, the region around a star that's not too hot or too cold for
liquid water, a key ingredient for life. This book examines exoplanets, the possibilities for life beyond Earth,
and the cutting-edge technologies scientists use to learn about distant worlds.

Exoplanets

The methods used in the detection and characterisation of exoplanets are presented in this unique textbook
for advanced undergraduates.

Transiting Exoplanets

This book discusses the definition, distance and composition of some of the known exoplanets. The goal is to
expand the knowledge of the universe, and to understand that there could be a million more worlds out there.
The information included in this book is the result of years of research by the world’s best astronomers. Grab
a copy today.

What Are Exoplanets? | Space Science Books Grade 4 | Children's Astronomy & Space
Books

LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE WINNER • An MIT astrophysicist reinvents herself in the wake of
tragedy and discovers the power of connection on this planet, even as she searches our galaxy for another
Earth, in this “bewitching” (Anthony Doerr, The New York Times Book Review) memoir. “Sara Seager’s
exploration of outer and inner space makes for a stunningly original memoir.”—Abraham Verghese, author
of Cutting for Stone Sara Seager has always been in love with the stars: so many lights in the sky, so much
possibility. Now a pioneering planetary scientist, she searches for exoplanets—especially that distant, elusive
world that sustains life. But with the unexpected death of Seager’s husband, the purpose of her own life
becomes hard for her to see. Suddenly, at forty, she is a widow and the single mother of two young boys. For
the first time, she feels alone in the universe. As she struggles to navigate her life after loss, Seager takes
solace in the alien beauty of exoplanets and the technical challenges of exploration. At the same time, she
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discovers earthbound connections that feel every bit as wondrous, when strangers and loved ones alike reach
out to her across the space of her grief. Among them are the Widows of Concord, a group of women offering
advice on everything from home maintenance to dating, and her beloved sons, Max and Alex. Most
unexpected of all, there is another kind of one-in-a-billion match, not in the stars but here at home. Probing
and invigoratingly honest, The Smallest Lights in the Universe is its own kind of light in the dark.

The Smallest Lights in the Universe

What does it take to consider a planet potentially habitable? If a planet is suitable for life, could life be
present? Is life on other planets inevitable? Searching for Habitable Worlds answers these questions and
provides both the general public and astronomy enthusiasts with a richly illustrated discussion of the most
current knowledge regarding the search for extrasolar planets. Nearly everyone wants to know if we are alone
in the universe. This book might not have the answers, but shows where we should look. This book is a fun
and accessible book for everyone from middle schoolers to amateur astronomers of all ages. The use of non-
technical language and abundant illustrations make this a quick read to inform everyone about the latest
movement in the search for other planets that we might be able to inhabit. After a brief discussion on why
humans are hard-wired to be curious, and to explore the unknown, the book describes what extrasolar planets
are, how to detect them, and how to pin down potential targets. In addition, a data-driven list of the best
candidates for habitability is profiled and the next generation of exoplanet-hunting scientific instruments and
probes are identified.

Searching for Habitable Worlds

Could there be other planets in the universe similar to those in our solar system? Yes! Scientists have
discovered worlds circling distant stars. They call these objects exoplanets. In this book, you'll learn how
scientists detect these faraway worlds. As part of the Searchlight BooksTM collection, this series explores
outer space and sheds light on the question What’s Amazing about Space? Fantastic photos, kid-friendly
explanations of science concepts, and useful diagrams will help you discover the answers!

Exploring Exoplanets

This brief book provides an overview of the gravitational orbital evolution of few-body systems, in particular
those consisting of three bodies. The authors present the historical context that begins with the origin of the
problem as defined by Newton, which was followed up by Euler, Lagrange, Laplace, and many others.
Additionally, they consider the modern works from the 20th and 21st centuries that describe the development
of powerful analytical methods by Poincare and others. The development of numerical tools, including
modern symplectic methods, are presented as they pertain to the identification of short-term chaos and long
term integrations of the orbits of many astronomical architectures such as stellar triples, planets in binaries,
and single stars that host multiple exoplanets. The book includes some of the latest discoveries from the
Kepler and now K2 missions, as well as applications to exoplanets discovered via the radial velocity method.
Specifically, the authors give a unique perspective in relation to the discovery of planets in binary star
systems and the current search for extrasolar moons.

Three Body Dynamics and Its Applications to Exoplanets

Solar System Planets and Exoplanets provides a current viewpoint of planetary systems. The solar system’s
planets and exoplanets are addressed in an overview manner, and specific space probe data are used to
provide a current state of knowledge of Venus and Mars. Recent Mars data and associated observations are
addressed in several chapters. Of particular interest are data that suggest the possibility that life could have
existed on the planet’s surface during its past when Mars’ atmosphere was wetter and denser. The search for
life on Mars is one of the main objectives of space missions, and it is an ongoing theme of this book. Key to
the existence of life is the evolution of the radiation output of the Sun that is discussed and projected into the
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future. Space probe data related to the Asteroid Belt is also presented. Technological advances in terms of
operating aircraft on Mars and propulsion systems provide useful commentary regarding future innovations
that will enhance upcoming space missions and the search for life.

Solar System Planets and Exoplanets

What is a planet? The answer may seem obvious; still, the definition of a planet has continuously evolved
over the centuries, and their number has changed following successive discoveries. In 2006, the decision
endorsed by the International Astronomical Union to remove Pluto from the list of planets has well illustrated
the difficulty associated with their definition. The recent discovery of hundreds of exoplanets around nearby
stars of our Galaxy opens a new and spectacular dimension to astrophysics. We presently know very little
about the physical nature of exoplanets. In contrast, our knowledge on solar system planets has made huge
progress over the past decades, thanks, especially, to space planetary exploration. The purpose of this book is
first to characterize what planets are, in their global properties and in their diversity. Then, this knowledge is
used to try to imagine the physical nature of exoplanets, starting from the few parameters we know about
them. Throughout, we keep in mind the ultimate question of the search for possible extraterrestrial life:
Could life exist or have existed in the solar system and beyond?Thérèse Encrenaz is Emeritus Senior
Scientist at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. She works at the Observatoire de Paris, at the
Laboratoire d'Etudes Spatiales et d'Instrumentation en Astrophysique (LESIA). She is a specialist of the
study of planetary atmospheres, and has been involved in several space missions.

Planets: Ours And Others - From Earth To Exoplanets

When Jupiter notices a planet circling a far star, he enlists the other planets in our solar system to send a
letter, but soon there is a disagreement on which, exactly, is the exoplanet.

XO, Exoplanet

This book explores the questions of What, Why, When, How and Where we might find Extra-Terrestrials
(a.k.a. Aliens) and their habitats throughout the Universe – and Who might they be? Starting from ourselves
and the Earth and eventually speculating about life-forms that might span multiple Universes, it provides an
accessible introduction to extra-terrestrial life, the search for extra-terrestrial intelligence and exoplanets. It
will enable readers to appreciate, follow and sometimes answer questions on life and planets outside Earth. It
details these exciting topics by pondering what comprises an alien life form and what suitable habitats might
exist for them inside and out of our solar system. The book also looks ahead to the future and the realities of
finding alien life and the possibilities of mankind leaving Earth and living on another planet. This guide is
accessible to those without a formal scientific or mathematical background. It will also be of interest to
students of astrobiology, astronomy, astrophysics, planets throughout the Universe, the origin and evolution
of life-forms beyond the Earth and (perhaps) of the ultimate limits attainable by life in the Universe, who are
looking to learn more about those same topics, but which are outside their own specialisms. Key Features:
Combines the exciting topics of extra-terrestrial life, the search for life outside Earth and exoplanets into one
accessible guide Contains no complex mathematical formulae or content Authored by a professional educator
and a professional and amateur astronomer, with a life-long interest in getting everyone and anyone as
fascinated by astronomy and its related subjects as he himself has been, since discovering the subject in early
secondary school

Habitable Exoplanets for Extra-Terrestrials

Astronomers are on the verge of answering one of our most profound questions: are we alone in the universe?
The ability to detect life in remote solar systems is at last within sight, and its discovery—even if only in
microbial form—would revolutionize our self-image. Planet Hunters is the rollicking tale of the search for
extraterrestrial life and the history of an academic discipline. Astronomer Lucas Ellerbroek takes readers on a
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fantastic voyage through space, time, history, and even to the future as he describes the field of exoplanet
research, from the early ideas of sixteenth-century heretic Giordano Bruno to the discovery of the first
exoplanet in 1995 to the invention of the Kepler Space Telescope. We join him on his travels as he meets
with leading scientists in the field, including Michel Mayor, who discovered the first exoplanet, and Bill
Borucki, principal investigator for NASA’s Kepler mission. Taken together, the experiences, passion, and
perseverance of the scientists featured here make the book an exciting and compelling read. Presenting
cutting-edge research in a dynamic and accessible way, Planet Hunters is a refreshing look into a field where
new discoveries come every week and paradigms shift every year.

Planet Hunters

The captivating possibilities of extraterrestrial life on exoplanets, based on current scientific knowledge of
existing worlds and forms of life It is now known that we live in a galaxy with more planets than stars. The
Milky Way alone encompasses 30 trillion potential home planets. Scientists Trefil and Summers bring
readers on a marvelous experimental voyage through the possibilities of life--unlike anything we have
experienced so far--that could exist on planets outside our own solar system. Life could be out there in many
forms: on frozen worlds, living in liquid oceans beneath ice and communicating (and even battling) with
bubbles; on super-dense planets, where they would have evolved body types capable of dealing with extreme
gravity; on tidally locked planets with one side turned eternally toward a star; and even on \"rogue worlds,\"
which have no star at all. Yet this is no fictional flight of fancy: the authors take what we know about
exoplanets and life on our own world and use that data to hypothesize about how, where, and which sorts of
life might develop. Imagined Life is a must-have for anyone wanting to learn how the realities of our
universe may turn out to be far stranger than fiction.

Imagined Life

This book is a compendium of key scientific questions, challenges, and opportunities across different areas of
exoplanetary science. It provides a starting point for researchers, experts and non-experts alike, to obtain a
quick overview of the forefront of exoplanetary science and a vision for the future of the field.

ExoFrontiers

This book explores the relations between physical parameters of extrasolar planets and their respective parent
stars. Planetary parameters are often directly dependent upon their stellar counterparts. In addition, the star is
almost always the only visible component of the system and contains most of the system mass.
Consequently, the parent star heavily influences every aspect of planetary physics and astrophysics. Drs.
Kaspar von Braun and Tabetha Boyajian use direct methods to characterize exoplanet host starts that
minimize the number of assumptions needed to be made in the process. The book provides a background on
interferometric techniques for stellar diameter measurements, illustrates the authors' approach on using
additional data to fully characterize the stars, provides a comprehensive update on the current state of the
field, and examines in detail a number of historically significant and well-studied exoplanetary systems.

Extrasolar Planets and Their Host Stars

This up-to-date resource is based on lectures developed by experts in the relevant fields and carefully edited
by the leading astrobiologists within the European community. Aimed at graduate students in physics,
astronomy and biology and their lecturers, the text begins with a general introduction to astrobiology,
followed by sections on basic prebiotic chemistry, extremophiles, and habitability in our solar system and
beyond. A discussion of astrodynamics leads to a look at experimental facilities and instrumentation for
space experiments and, ultimately, astrobiology missions, backed in each case by the latest research results
from this fascinating field. Includes a CD-ROM with additional course material.
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Exoplanet Discoveries

The study of exoplanets is one of the most vibrant fields of astrophysics today. Precise radial velocity (RV,
or Doppler) measurements created the field by discovering the first exoplanets. Although employed for more
than 30 years, RV measurements are still relevant today; when used with the transit method it provides the
first characterization of exoplanets in terms of its mass, radius, and bulk density. These provide the first clues
as to the internal structure of the exoplanet. With this text, Hatzes provides a deep understanding of the
Doppler method, including how to achieve RV measurement precision, as well as the challenges, limitations,
and potential of the technique. It also covers other aspects of the method such instrumentation, wavelength
calibration, finding periodic signals in RV time series, signal interpretation, and Keplerian orbits. It's an
essential reference for researchers and graduate students in the field of exoplanets, and additionally stellar
spectroscopists and instrumentalists.

Complete Course in Astrobiology

The Doppler Method for the Detection of Exoplanets
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