
MERITOCRAZIA

Meritocrazia: The Ideal and the Reality

In conclusion, while meritocrazia presents a attractive objective of a impartial and efficient society, its
tangible implementation is burdened with problems. Addressing systemic differences, establishing a
complete definition of "merit", and recognizing the role of coincidence are necessary steps towards reaching
a more just and actually meritocratic society.

3. Q: Isn't meritocracy inherently unfair to those less fortunate? A: It can be if not coupled with efforts
to level the playing field and address systemic inequalities. A true meritocracy requires equitable access to
opportunities.

Consider the example of tertiary education. While several institutions endeavor to register students based on
academic merit, economic disadvantages often skew the effect. Students from well-off backgrounds often
have access to superior resources, such as private tutoring, giving them an unfair upper hand. This
compromises the ideal of meritocrazia, highlighting the restrictions of a system that fails to consider systemic
inequalities.

The essential assumption of meritocrazia is that rewards should be consistent to output. This looks
reasonably valid at first sight, promising a society where expertise is appreciated and promoted. A society
built on meritocrazia would theoretically be effective and equitable, as individuals are motivated to fulfill
their full capacity.

2. Q: How can we make our systems more meritocratic? A: By addressing systemic biases, promoting
equal opportunities, and implementing transparent and objective evaluation methods.

7. Q: What is the difference between meritocracy and equality of opportunity? A: Meritocracy focuses
on rewarding merit, while equality of opportunity aims to provide everyone with fair chances to develop their
abilities and compete. Ideally, they should complement each other.

5. Q: Does meritocracy discourage collaboration? A: Not necessarily. A well-designed meritocratic
system can incentivize both individual achievement and collaborative work, recognizing the value of both.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is a purely meritocratic society even possible? A: A perfectly meritocratic society is likely
unattainable due to the inherent complexities of defining "merit" and the influence of external factors beyond
individual control.

Another vital element to examine is the conception of "success" itself. Meritocrazia assumes a linear
relationship between perseverance and achievement. However, coincidence, unforeseen circumstances, and
uncontrollable variables often play a considerable role in shaping someone's success.

4. Q: What are some examples of meritocracy in action (even imperfectly)? A: Competitive
examinations for civil service jobs, academic scholarships based on merit, and promotions in companies
based on performance evaluations are some examples.

6. Q: How can we measure merit effectively? A: This is a complex issue that requires multifaceted
approaches, including objective performance metrics, peer reviews, and self-assessments, all striving for
fairness and transparency.



Meritocrazia, the concept that success should be based solely on skill, presents a enticing vision of a
equitable society. In this perfect system, inherent talent and effort are the primary determinants of hierarchy.
However, the concrete execution of this laudable goal is far challenging than its conceptual framework
proposes. This article will analyze the subtleties of meritocrazia, judging both its virtues and its
shortcomings.

However, the difficulty lies in the understanding of "merit" itself. What constitutes value? Is it solely
knowledge? Or does it also contain factors like originality, leadership, social intelligence? The deficiency of
a definite definition allows for partiality to intrude into the evaluation procedure. This creates the door for
unintentional prejudice based on factors disconnected to genuine merit, such as ethnicity.
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