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The Oxford Dictionary of Islam

The dictionary focuses primarily on the 19th and 20th centuries, stressing topics of most interest to
Westerners. What emerges is a highly informative look at the religious, political, and social spheres of the
modern Islamic world. Naturally, readers will find many entries on topics of intense current interest, such as
terrorism and the Taliban, Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida, the PLO and HAMAS. But the coverage goes well
beyond recent headlines. There are biographical profiles, ranging from Naguib Mahfouz (the Nobel Prize
winner from Egypt) to Malcolm X, including political leaders, influential thinkers, poets, scientists, and
writers. Other entries cover major political movements, militant groups, and religious sects as well as terms
from Islamic law, culture, and religion, key historical events, and important landmarks (such as Mecca and
Medina). A series of entries looks at Islam in individual nations, such as Afghanistan, the West Bank and
Gaza, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the United States, and the

The Islam Book

Learn about the history and traditions of the Islamic faith in The Islam Book. Part of the fascinating Big
Ideas series, this book tackles tricky topics and themes in a simple and easy to follow format. Learn about
Islam in this overview guide to the subject, brilliant for novices looking to find out more and experts wishing
to refresh their knowledge alike! The Islam Book brings a fresh and vibrant take on the topic through eye-
catching graphics and diagrams to immerse yourself in. This captivating book will broaden your
understanding of Islam, with: - Images of Islamic art, architecture, calligraphy, and historical artifacts -
Packed with facts, charts, timelines and graphs to help explain core concepts - A visual approach to big
subjects with striking illustrations and graphics throughout - Straightforward text makes topics accessible for
people at any level of understanding The Islam Book is a comprehensive guide essential to understanding the
world's fastest-growing religion - aimed at self-educators after a trustworthy account and religious studies
students wanting to gain an overview. Here you'll find clear factual writing offering insight into terms like
Sharia law, the Caliphate, and jihad; Sunni and Shia divisions; and Sufi poetry and music. Your Islam
Questions, Simply Explained This essential guide to Islam covers every aspect of the Muslim faith and its
history - from the life of the Prophet Muhammad and the teachings of the Koran to Islam in the 21st century.
If you thought it was difficult to learn about one of the world's major religions, The Islam Book presents key
information in an easy to follow layout. Find out about modern issues such as fundamentalism, the work of
peaceful traditionalists, modernizers, and women's rights campaigners, as well as the central tenets of Islam,
such as prayer, fasting, and pilgrimage. The Big Ideas Series With millions of copies sold worldwide, The
Islam Book is part of the award-winning Big Ideas series from DK. The series uses striking graphics along
with engaging writing, making big topics easy to understand.

What Is Islam?

Islam is the fastest-growing religion in the world today. An understanding of its beliefs and practices has
become essential knowledge not only for religious and political leaders but also for ordinary citizens who
increasingly interact with Muslims as neighbors, coworkers, and schoolmates. This book is designed to offer
the general public a concise overview of the origins, basic beliefs, and common practices of Islam, as well as
the reasons for its dramatic resurgence in recent times. Emory Bogle details the life mission of the prophet
Muhammad and describes the spread of Islam after his death. He accounts for the rise and contemporary
influence of Shi’i Islam, a topic of particular interest to Western readers. Bogle also explains the basic beliefs
(\"The Five Pillars\") of Islam, as well as the role played by the Qur’an (Islam’s scriptures), the hadith (the



words and behavior of Muhammad), and the shari’a (Islamic law).

Islam

Gary R. Bunt is a twenty-year pioneer in the study of cyber-Islamic environments (CIEs). In his new book,
Bunt explores the diverse and surprising ways digital technology is shaping how Muslims across vast
territories relate to religious authorities in fulfilling spiritual, mystical, and legalistic agendas. From social
networks to websites, essential elements of religious practices and authority now have representation online.
Muslims, embracing the immediacy and general accessibility of the internet, are increasingly turning to
cyberspace for advice and answers to important religious questions. Online environments often challenge
traditional models of authority, however. One result is the rise of digitally literate religious scholars and
authorities whose influence and impact go beyond traditional boundaries of imams, mullahs, and shaikhs.
Bunt shows how online rhetoric and social media are being used to articulate religious faith by many
different kinds of Muslim organizations and individuals, from Muslim comedians and women’s rights
advocates to jihad-oriented groups, such as the “Islamic State” and al-Qaeda, which now clearly rely on
strategic digital media policies to augment and justify their authority and draw recruits. This book makes
clear that understanding CIEs is crucial for the holistic interpretation of authority in contemporary Islam.

Hashtag Islam

Are Islam and democracy on a collision course? Do Islamic movements seek to \"hijack democracy?\" How
have governments in the Muslim world responded to the many challenges of Islam and democracy today? A
global religious resurgence and calls for greater political participation have been major forces in the post-
Cold War period. Across the Muslim world, governments and Islamic movements grapple with issues of
democratization and civil society. Islam and Democracy explores the Islamic sources (beliefs and
institutions) relevant to the current debate over greater political participation and democratization. Esposito
and Voll use six case studies--Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, and Sudan--to look at the diversity of
Muslim experiences and experiments. At one end of the spectrum, Iran and Sudan represent two cases of
militant, revolutionary Islam establishing political systems. In Pakistan and Malaysia, however, the new
movements have been recognized and made part of the political process. Egypt and Algeria reveal the
coexistence of both extremist and moderate Islamic activism and demonstrate the complex challenges
confronting ruling elites. These case studies prove that despite commonalities, differing national contexts and
identities give rise to a multiplicity of agendas and strategies. This broad spectrum of case studies, reflecting
the multifaceted relationship of Islam and Democracy, provides important insight into the powerful forces of
religious resurgence and democratization which will inevitably impact global politics in the twenty first
century.

Islam and Democracy

Refine your heart and mind with the wisdom of Islamic spirituality \"To live a meaningful life--one that
brings us joy, contentment and fulfillment--we have to do the inner spiritual work of becoming a more
complete human being.\" --from the Introduction Over the centuries, Islamic sages have gleaned timeless
spiritual insights and practices from sacred texts, meditation and knowledge of the heart--gems that have
been passed down from generation to generation. This book invites you--no matter what your practice may
be--to access the treasure chest of Islamic spirituality, particularly Sufism, and use its wealth to strengthen
your own journey. The riches include guidance drawn from the Qur'an, sayings of the Prophet Muhammad
and Sufi poets such as the thirteenth-century Rumi on cultivating awareness, intentionality and compassion
for self and others. This book also features entertaining wisdom teaching stories, especially those of Mulla
Nasruddin, Islam's great comic foil, to expand the mind and heart. It breaks down barriers to accessing this
ancient tradition for modern seekers by dispelling myths about the Muslim faith concerning gender bias,
inclusivity and appreciation for diversity. Regardless of where you are on your spiritual journey, you will
find these gems worthy additions to your own treasure chest within.

Islam



Islam in Focus

Considers the question: what does it mean to be Muslim and American? In Islam Is a Foreign Country,
Zareena Grewal explores some of the most pressing debates about and among American Muslims: what does
it mean to be Muslim and American? Who has the authority to speak for Islam and to lead the stunningly
diverse population of American Muslims? Do their ties to the larger Muslim world undermine their efforts to
make Islam an American religion? Offering rich insights into these questions and more, Grewal follows the
journeys of American Muslim youth who travel in global, underground Islamic networks. Devoutly religious
and often politically disaffected, these young men and women are in search of a home for themselves and
their tradition. Through their stories, Grewal captures the multiple directions of the global flows of people,
practices, and ideas that connect U.S. mosques to the Muslim world. By examining the tension between
American Muslims’ ambivalence toward the American mainstream and their desire to enter it, Grewal puts
contemporary debates about Islam in the context of a long history of American racial and religious
exclusions. Probing the competing obligations of American Muslims to the nation and to the umma (the
global community of Muslim believers), Islam is a Foreign Country investigates the meaning of American
citizenship and the place of Islam in a global age.

Spiritual Gems of Islam

From its roots in the Qur’an and the life of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) to its branches in contemporary
political and social movements, Islam has always been concerned with the question of social justice. The
promise of a just order on earth has motivated both the reflections of the community of scholars and the
actions of Muslims who have striven to realize it within their societies. Despite the disappointments that
history has often delivered, the hope for justice remains undimmed as does the struggle to achieve it today.
This concise volume focuses on some of the ways that the theme of justice is explored in emerging currents
of Islamic thought. Chapters discuss new theological and ethical proposals in the light of contemporary
philosophical developments; ideas of gender justice that provoke a reformist challenge to the received
tradition; and regional contexts, such as Turkey, Iran and Japan, in which the question of Islam’s relationship
to justice is sharpened by the particularities of history and locale. The contributions to this collection raise the
prospect that if justice can be imagined more perfectly as an Islamic ideal, perhaps it can be brought into
reality.

Islam Is a Foreign Country

An accessible, transregional exploration of how Islam and Asia have shaped each other's histories, societies
and cultures from the seventh century to today.

Justice in Islam

? Teach Your Child the Beauty of Islam! ? ? What's Inside Introduce your child to the beauty and
fundamentals of Islam with this engaging and educational book. \"Getting to Know and Love Islam for
Kids\" provides a simple, fun, and captivating way for children to learn about their faith. This beautifully
illustrated book covers essential topics such as: What Islam is and its core beliefs. Who Allah is and why He
loves and cares for us. The significance of the Holy Quran and its timeless guidance. Stories of Prophets,
including Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and their roles in spreading Allah’s message. An introduction to
Jannah (Paradise) and its wonders. With vibrant illustrations and age-appropriate language, this book ensures
children grasp the fundamentals of Islam while building a loving connection with their Creator. ? Perfect For
Muslim children aged 5 to 12. Parents introducing Islam to their children. Teachers and Islamic school
educators seeking a comprehensive teaching tool. Homeschooling families building a strong Islamic
foundation. Ramadan and Eid gift ideas for Muslim kids. ? Why Families Love This Book Easy-to-
Understand Concepts: Simplifies complex topics into child-friendly lessons. Beautiful Illustrations: Keeps
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children engaged and makes learning about Islam enjoyable. Faith-Building Content: Helps children develop
a personal and loving connection with Allah. Fun & Educational: Sparks curiosity and instills important
Islamic values. Family Bonding: Encourages meaningful discussions between parents and children. By
reading \"Getting to Know and Love Islam for Kids,\" children will: Learn foundational Islamic beliefs in a
fun and engaging way. Develop a deeper understanding of their Creator and His blessings. Strengthen their
Islamic identity and love for Allah and His Prophets. Feel inspired to follow Islamic teachings in their daily
lives. ? About the Sincere Seeker Kids Collection The Sincere Seeker Kids Collection offers beautifully
illustrated books for Muslim children ages two and up. These resources make Islamic education fun and
memorable, helping parents nurture a solid Islamic foundation. ? Start Your Child's Journey of Faith Today!
? Click \"Add to Cart\" now to give your child the gift of Islamic knowledge and nurture their love for Allah
and Islam.

Islam and Asia

Presented as Mohammed Arkoun's answers to 24 deceptively simple questions about Islam, this work
explores the identity crisis that has left many Muslims estranged both from an alien modernity and a tradition
often subverted for nationalist and Islamist purposes.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica

This \"call for reform\" reads like an open letter to the Muslim world. Irshad Manji, a Toronto-based
television journalist, was born to Muslim parents in South Africa. Her family eventually fled to Canada when
she was two years old. Manji shares her life experiences growing up in a Western Muslim household and ask
some compelling questions from her feminist-lesbian-journalist perspective. It is interesting to note that
Manji has been lambasted for being too personal and not scholarly enough to have a worthwhile opinion. Yet
her lack of pretense and her intimate narrative are the strengths of this book. For Muslims to dismiss her
opinions as not worthy to bring to the table is not only elitist; it underscores why she feels compelled to
speak out critically. Intolerance for dissent, especially women's dissent, is one of her main complaints about
Islam. Clearly, her goal was not to write a scholarly critique, but rather to speak from her heartfelt concern
about Islam.

Getting to Know & Love Islam

Muslim convert Christine Huda Dodge possesses a unique foot-in-each-world perspective on Islam. With her
comprehension of Islam and her understanding of the kinds of questions and issues that perplex Westerners,
she is the perfect guide to: The life of Muhammad the Prophet The QurÆan and the Sunnah The five pillars
of practice Muslim daily life Women and Islam This guide is ideal for casual readers and students alike.
Authoritative, accessible, detailed, and celebratory, it covers everything from basic beliefs and practices to
the Islamic influences on Western civilization.

Rethinking Islam

In this dialogue between a famous atheist and a former radical, Sam Harris and Maajid Nawaz invite you to
join an urgently needed conversation: Is Islam a religion of peace or war? Is it amenable to reform? Why do
so many Muslims seem drawn to extremism? The authors demonstrate how two people with very different
views can find common ground.

The Trouble with Islam

With nearly 1500 rich years of history and culture to its name, Islam is one of the world’s great faiths and, in
modern times, the subject of increasingly passionate debate by believers and non-believers alike. Islam: The
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Basics is a concise and timely introduction to all aspects of Muslim belief and practice. Topics covered
include: The Koran and its teachings The life of the Prophet Muhammad Women in Islam Sufism and
Shi’ism Islam and the modern world Non-Muslim approaches to Islam Complete with a glossary of terms,
pointers to further reading and a chronology of key dates, Islam: The Basics provides an invaluable overview
of the history and the contemporary relevance of this always fascinating and important subject.

The Everything Understanding Islam Book

This pioneering study casts important new light on key issues in the development of dogmatic instruction in
early Islam, as it examines the creed written by the Basran and Baghdadi Sunni preacher Ghul?m Khal?l (d.
275/888). It includes a critical edition of the Arabic text and an English translation of what appears to be one
of the earliest statements of religious beliefs in Islam. In particular, this book argues convincingly that this
influential text was authored by the ninth century Ghul?m Khal?l rather than the Hanbali preacher of
Baghdad, al-Barbah?r? - a claim repeatedly made by modern scholars, both Western and Eastern. The present
publication broaches multi-layered themes with the aim of specifying the parameters of this “Muslim Creed”
in terms of the composite relationship between its content and its origin. In addition, it tackles the important
question of what may have led modern Salafis to embrace the doctrinal positions of this particular statement
of belief and practice and, perhaps more importantly, to pursue its “institutionalization” as a religious
orthodoxy.

Islam and the Future of Tolerance

“Ed Husain has become one of the most vital Muslim voices in the world. The House of Islam could very
well be his magnum opus.” -Reza Aslan, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Zealot “This should be
compulsory reading.” -Peter Frankopan, author of the international bestseller The Silk Roads Today, Islam is
to many in the West an alien force, with Muslims held in suspicion. Failure to grasp the inner workings of
religion and geopolitics has haunted American foreign policy for decades and has been decisive in the new
administration's controversial orders. The intricacies and shadings must be understood by the West not only
to build a stronger, more harmonious relationship between the two cultures, but also for greater accuracy in
predictions as to how current crises, such as the growth of ISIS, will develop and from where the next might
emerge. The House of Islam addresses key questions and points of disconnection. What are the roots of the
conflict between Sunni and Shi'a Muslims that is engulfing Pakistan and the Middle East? Does the Koran
encourage the killing of infidels? The book thoughtfully explores the events and issues that have come from
and contributed to the broadening gulf between Islam and the West, from the United States' overthrow of
Iran's first democratically elected leader to the emergence of ISIS, from the declaration of a fatwa on Salman
Rushdie to the attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo. Authoritative and engaging, Ed Husain leads us clearly
and carefully through the nuances of Islam and its people, taking us back to basics to contend that the
Muslim world need not be a stranger to the West, nor our enemy, but our peaceable allies.

Islam: The Basics

The Lawful and the Prohibited in Islam is a long-awaited translation of Dr. Yusuf Al-Qaradawi's well-known
Arabic work, Al-Halal Al-Haram Fil-Islam. Over the years since ite first publication in 1960, this volume has
enjoyed a huge readership in the Arabic speaking world and is now in its 20th edition. It came to dispel the
ambiguities surrounding the honorable Shari'ah, and to fulfill the essential needs of the Muslims in this age. It
clarifies the Halal (Lawful) and why it is Halal, and the Haram (Prohibited) and why it is Haram, referring to
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace be on him). It answers all the questions which
may face the Muslims today, and refutes the ambiguities and lies about Islam. In a very simple way, Al-Halal
Al-Haram Fil-Islam delves into the authentic references in Islamic jurisprudence and fiqh. It therefrom
extracts judgments of interest to contemporary Muslims in the areas of worship, business dealings, marriage
and divorce, food and drink, dress and ornaments, patterns of behavior, individual and group relations, family
and social ethics, habits and social customs. Referring to authentic texts, it clarifies that \"Permission is the

Islam



rule in everything, unless it is otherwise specified in matters that adversely affect individuals or groups.\" It
also clarifies that \"Allah is the only authority who has the right to legislate for the lawful and the
prohibited.\"

Engaging Islam

Of the many books explaining Islam, few specifically address the concerns and questions of those from a
Christian background. Moreover, the commonalities between the Abrahamic faiths—Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam—are too often ignored. Set out in an easy and informative question-and-answer format, the book
addresses the specific theological points of agreement and difference between Christianity and Islam,
explains the core religious beliefs and practices of Islam, and answers today's most common questions of
Islam and Muslims in an age when there is much conflict and misunderstanding. Islam is best judged not by
the limitations and transgressions of its most extreme, ignorant, and outlandish followers, but by the example
of its moderate majority, and Ruqaiyyah Waris Maqsood presents this introduction to the theology and
practice of Islam in an attempt to explore some of the false impressions that surround it. Table of Contents:
Section 1: The Religious Beliefs of Islam Explained Section 2: the Religious Duties of Islam Explained
Section 3: Miscellaneous Questions Section 4: Christianity and Islam Ruqaiyyah Waris Maqsood gained an
honors degree in Christian Theology from the University of Hull in 1963 and then taught religious studies at
various state schools until her retirement in 1996. She converted to Islam in 1986 and now lectures and writes
on Islam.

Doctrinal Instruction in Early Islam

Why do Muslim-majority countries exhibit high levels of authoritarianism and low levels of socio-economic
development in comparison to world averages? Ahmet T. Kuru criticizes explanations which point to Islam
as the cause of this disparity, because Muslims were philosophically and socio-economically more developed
than Western Europeans between the ninth and twelfth centuries. Nor was Western colonialism the cause:
Muslims had already suffered political and socio-economic problems when colonization began. Kuru argues
that Muslims had influential thinkers and merchants in their early history, when religious orthodoxy and
military rule were prevalent in Europe. However, in the eleventh century, an alliance between orthodox
Islamic scholars (the ulema) and military states began to emerge. This alliance gradually hindered intellectual
and economic creativity by marginalizing intellectual and bourgeois classes in the Muslim world. This
important study links its historical explanation to contemporary politics by showing that, to this day, ulema-
state alliance still prevents creativity and competition in Muslim countries.

The House of Islam

This is an annotated edition of Webb's Islam in America. It contains the complete text of Webb's text with
sources referenced and important people, places, and texts fully referenced.

The Lawful and the Prohibited in Islam (Al-Halal Wal Haram Fil Islam)

America’s leading religious scholar and public intellectual introduces lay readers to the Qur’an with a
measured, powerful reading of the ancient text Garry Wills has spent a lifetime thinking and writing about
Christianity. In What the Qur’an Meant, Wills invites readers to join him as he embarks on a timely and
necessary reconsideration of the Qur’an, leading us through perplexing passages with insight and erudition.
What does the Qur’an actually say about veiling women? Does it justify religious war? There was a time
when ordinary Americans did not have to know much about Islam. That is no longer the case. We blundered
into the longest war in our history without knowing basic facts about the Islamic civilization with which we
were dealing. We are constantly fed false information about Islam—claims that it is essentially a religion of
violence, that its sacred book is a handbook for terrorists. There is no way to assess these claims unless we
have at least some knowledge of the Qur’an. In this book Wills, as a non-Muslim with an open mind, reads
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the Qur’an with sympathy but with rigor, trying to discover why other non-Muslims—such as Pope
Francis—find it an inspiring book, worthy to guide people down through the centuries. There are many
traditions that add to and distort and blunt the actual words of the text. What Wills does resembles the work
of art restorers who clean away accumulated layers of dust to find the original meaning. He compares the
Qur’an with other sacred books, the Old Testament and the New Testament, to show many parallels between
them. There are also parallel difficulties of interpretation, which call for patient exploration—and which offer
some thrills of discovery. What the Qur’an Meant is the opening of a conversation on one of the world’s
most practiced religions.

What Every Christian Should Know About Islam

Islam, the religion of total submission to God, is the belief of more than one fifth of all human beings and is
the second largest religion in the world. Despite its large number of followers, little was known about it in
America until after the tragic event of September 11, 2001. Unfortunately, the media portrayed Islam
negatively after September 11th and distorted its true nature. Hence, some people do not want to hear
anything about Islam while many others began to ask many questions about it.An Insider's Guide to Islam is
a practical guide that explains Islam as understood and practiced by Muslims of diverse background. To
Muslims, Islam is a way of life and a religion of peace which brings tranquility and harmony to their lives.
Islam is a rich culture and a unique tradition which must be understood on its own merits.The author brings
insight into what Islam means, how it is practiced and its relationship with other religions. He also analyzes
the concept of Jihad, the role of women in Islam and the values that Islam cherishes. The development of
Islam in America and the roles that Muslims play in the United States are also elaborated upon in this
volume.

Islam, Authoritarianism, and Underdevelopment

Two former Sunni Muslims, now Christian theology professors, explain the beliefs, customs, ethics, and
practices of Islam.

Islam in America: an Annotated Edition

The spread of Islam eastward into South and Southeast Asia was one of the most significant cultural shifts in
world history. As it expanded into these regions, Islam was received by cultures vastly different from those in
the Middle East, incorporating them into a diverse global community that stretched from India to the
Philippines. In Islam Translated, Ronit Ricci uses the Book of One Thousand Questions—from its Arabic
original to its adaptations into the Javanese, Malay, and Tamil languages between the sixteenth and twentieth
centuries—as a means to consider connections that linked Muslims across divides of distance and culture.
Examining the circulation of this Islamic text and its varied literary forms, Ricci explores how processes of
literary translation and religious conversion were historically interconnected forms of globalization, mutually
dependent, and creatively reformulated within societies making the transition to Islam.

What the Qur'an Meant

An Introduction to Islam, Fourth Edition, provides students with a thorough, unified and topical introduction
to the global religious community of Islam. In addition, the author's extensive field work, experience, and
scholarship combined with his engaging writing style and passion for the subject also sets his text apart. An
Introduction to Islam places Islam within a cultural, political, social, and religious context, and examines its
connections with Judeo-Christian morals. Its integration of the doctrinal and devotional elements of Islam
enables readers to see how Muslims think and live, engendering understanding and breaking down
stereotypes. This text also reviews pre-Islamic history, so readers can see how Islam developed historically.
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An Insider's Guide To Islam

The Challenge of Islam to Christians is David Pawson's most important and perhaps his most sobering -
prophetic message to date. Moral decline and erosion of a sense of ultimate truth have created a spiritual
vacuum in the United Kingdom. Pawson believes Islam is better equipped than the Church to move into that
gap and it is far more likely to become the country's dominant religion in the future. This book unpacks and
explains the background behind Pawson's claims. and - crucially - sets out a positive blueprint for the
Church's response. Christians must rediscover and demonstrate to society the three qualities that make
Christianity unique: Reality. Relationship and Righteousness. This book is essential reading for all
Christians.

Unveiling Islam

Scholars and public intellectuals debate the significance of the term \"Islamism\" and ask what it means to
apply this term to Islamic religion, tradition, and social conflict.

Islam Translated

Drawing on a decade of research into the community that proposed the so-called \"Ground Zero Mosque,\"
this book refutes the idea that current demands for Muslim moderation have primarily arisen in response to
the events of 9/11, or to the violence often depicted in the media as unique to Muslims. Instead, it looks at a
century of pressures on religious minorities to conform to dominant American frameworks for race, gender,
and political economy. These include the encouraging of community groups to provide social services to the
dispossessed in compensation for the government's lack of welfare provisions in an aggressively capitalist
environment. Calls for Muslim moderation in particular are also colored by racist and orientalist stereotypes
about the inherent pacifism of Sufis with respect to other groups. The first investigation of the assumptions
behind moderate Islam in our country, Making Moderate Islam is also the first to look closely at the history,
lives, and ambitions of the those involved in Manhattan's contested project for an Islamic community center.

An Introduction to Islam

“Demonstrates that Western liberal ‘democracy’, portrayed as foreign to ‘Islam’, necessarily serves an
imperial project. . . . timely and controversial.” —Politics, Religion & Ideology Islam is often associated with
words like oppression, totalitarianism, intolerance, cruelty, misogyny, and homophobia, while its presumed
antonyms are Christianity, the West, liberalism, individualism, freedom, citizenship, and democracy. In the
most alarmist views, the West’s most cherished values—freedom, equality, and tolerance—are said to be
endangered by Islam worldwide. Joseph Massad’s Islam in Liberalism explores what Islam has become in
today’s world. He seeks to understand how anxieties about tyranny, intolerance, misogyny, and homophobia,
seen in the politics of the Middle East, are projected onto Islam itself. Massad shows that through this
projection Europe emerges as democratic and tolerant, feminist, and pro-LGBT rights—or, in short, Islam-
free. Massad documents the Christian and liberal idea that we should missionize democracy, women’s rights,
sexual rights, tolerance, equality, and even therapies to cure Muslims of their un-European, un-Christian, and
illiberal ways. Along the way he sheds light on a variety of controversial topics, including the meanings of
democracy—and the ideological assumption that Islam is not compatible with it while Christianity is. Islam
in Liberalism is an unflinching critique of Western assumptions and of the liberalism that Europe and
America present as salvation to Islam. “Essential reading for all scholars of Islam and Middle East politics.”
—Cambridge Review of International Affairs “Reminds us that in order to move beyond scholarship
revolving around a simplistic binarism between West and non-West, we must never forget how this
opposition has shaped and continues to actively influence scholarship today.” —Los Angeles Review of
Books
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The Challenge of Islam to Christians

In the face of Islam's own internal struggles, it is not easy to see who we should support and how. This report
provides detailed descriptions of subgroups, their stands on various issues, and what those stands may mean
for the West. Since the outcomes can matter greatly to international community, that community might wish
to influence them by providing support to appropriate actors. The author recommends a mixed approach of
providing specific types of support to those who can influence the outcomes in desirable ways.

Islamism

Based on actual cases, these original essays present an honest and critical evaluation of the problems and
challenges that confront Muslims in the Contemporary world. Using the Muslim experience in the United
States as a lens, the author examines what he identifies as a pervasive alienation suffered by Muslims over
their place in history, source of identity, and moral foundations. The author imagines himself sitting in a
conference of Islamic books- the Conference convening to examine the contemporary Muslim condition.
Various influential intellectual trends are represented in this Conference, but the author is not a passive
observer, he is an active participant who reacts to the Conference with introspection and critical moral
insight. The author positions himself on a bridge between the intellectual heritage of Islam and the oppressive
Muslim present, arguing that the salvation of one is intricately linked to the other. This book attempts to
reclaim what the author maintains is a core moral value in Islam- the value of beauty.

The Islam Guide

A bold new conceptualization of Islam that reflects its contradictions and rich diversity What is Islam? How
do we grasp a human and historical phenomenon characterized by such variety and contradiction? What is
\"Islamic\" about Islamic philosophy or Islamic art? Should we speak of Islam or of islams? Should we
distinguish the Islamic (the religious) from the Islamicate (the cultural)? Or should we abandon \"Islamic\"
altogether as an analytical term? In What Is Islam?, Shahab Ahmed presents a bold new conceptualization of
Islam that challenges dominant understandings grounded in the categories of \"religion\" and \"culture\" or
those that privilege law and scripture. He argues that these modes of thinking obstruct us from understanding
Islam, distorting it, diminishing it, and rendering it incoherent. What Is Islam? formulates a new conceptual
language for analyzing Islam. It presents a new paradigm of how Muslims have historically understood
divine revelation—one that enables us to understand how and why Muslims through history have embraced
values such as exploration, ambiguity, aestheticization, polyvalence, and relativism, as well as practices such
as figural art, music, and even wine drinking as Islamic. It also puts forward a new understanding of the
historical constitution of Islamic law and its relationship to philosophical ethics and political theory. A book
that is certain to provoke debate and significantly alter our understanding of Islam, What Is Islam? reveals
how Muslims have historically conceived of and lived with Islam as norms and truths that are at once
contradictory yet coherent.

Making Moderate Islam

A thorough exploration of slavery from the perspective of Islam’s authoritative texts as well as moral and
philosophical debates on the subject What happens when authorities you venerate condone something you
know is wrong? Every major religion and philosophy once condoned or approved of slavery, but in modern
times nothing is seen as more evil. Americans confront this crisis of authority when they erect statues of
Founding Fathers who slept with their slaves. And Muslims faced it when ISIS revived sex slavery, justifying
it with verses from the Quran and the practice of Muhammad. Exploring the moral and ultimately theological
problem of slavery, Jonathan A.C. Brown traces how the Christian, Jewish and Islamic traditions have tried
to reconcile modern moral certainties with the infallibility of God’s message. He lays out how Islam viewed
slavery in theory, and the reality of how it was practiced across Islamic civilization. Finally, Brown carefully
examines arguments put forward by Muslims for the abolition of slavery.
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Islam in Liberalism

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of Islamic studies find reliable sources
of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they
appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written
by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported
by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions and
overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of scholarly interest within this
topic. In Islamic studies, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in potentially useful
scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the
exact source you need. This ebook is a static version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Islamic
Studies, a dynamic, continuously updated, online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance
through scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of the Islamic religion and Muslim cultures.
Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for
more information visit www.aboutobo.com.
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